
No matter what changes you 

see at the store in the coming 

months and years, rest assured 

that we maintain our unwaver-

ing commitment to provide 

quality service at a competitive 

price.  We are proud to say 

that we custom manufacture 

most of our jewelry, and we 

will continue to service you, 

our customers, in a comfort-

able and friendly environment. 

Let us know what you think of 

the newsletter.  We listen to 

your feedback carefully and 

value your thoughts and com-

ments. 

Sincerely,  

Stephen  

It is my pleasure to welcome 

you to the first publication of 

our newsletter.  This effort is 

an exciting step for our com-

pany and comes packaged with 

other changes that will result 

in our staff being able to better 

serve you.   

Many of you have commented 

about the ònew facesó you 

have seen at the store on re-

cent occasions.  After a thor-

ough search process within the 

industry, Richard Aguila, Kim 

Radford, and Robbie Betan-

court, joined our staff almost 

two years ago.  Jennifer Ad-

ams, who manages our pearl 

inventory has been with us for 

close to three years.  Nichole 

Freeman has been with us for 

nine years and Kelly McQuar-

rie, who is now employed full-

time, has worked at the store 

for almost twelve years.  Mike 

Leach has been an integral part 

of our staff either full-time or 

part-time for close to 15 years 

and now his son, Anthony, also 

works part-time. The true 

constant of the store is our 

master bench jeweler, Gary 

Slates, who has called Bashinski 

Fine Gems and Jewelry, Inc.  

home for over 23 years.  And 

yes, I still work over 60 hours 

a week at the store, though 

more often than not I am in 

the back manufacturing, or 

traveling overseas in search of 

our diamond inventory. 

Welcome!                 By Stephen Bashinski 

Laser Welding at a Glance                 By Robbie Betancourt 

Technology plays a major part 

in all of our lives. Here at 

Bashinski, we have long been 

embracing future technology 

by way of laser welding.   

Our laser welder provides a 

stronger, more accurate, and 

uncontaminated weld over 

traditional methods.   The 

benefits are due to the nature 

of the welding process.  In-

stead of soldering a joint to-

gether, which is essentially  

melting a òfilleró metal be-

tween two pieces, laser weld-

ing utilizes fusion.  The energy 

from the laser fuses two pieces 

together creating a molecular 

bond 250 times stronger than 

solder.   

Also, laser welding uses the 

original alloy to fill the void 

between the two pieces being 

welded, which prevents any 

unwanted discoloration in the 

seam. 

Lastly, the heat from the laser 

is minimal and isolated which 

allows us to weld on pieces 

with heat sensitive stones.  
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The recent rise in gold prices 

saw the metal break the magic 

$1,000 per troy ounce level in 

March 2008, topping out in 

London at $1,023 per ounce.  

Not since 1980 have we wit-

nessed such a surge in price, 

when at that time gold reached 

$850 per ounce.    

Kimberlee Radford, now on 

staff for two years, has become 

the primary buyer for Bashin-

skiõs gold jewelry inventory.  

She notes that the price has 

retreated back into the lower 

$850õs per ounce, but she 

would not be surprised to see 

the metal make another surge 

in price.  òJust like $3 per gal-

lon gas, consumers have gotten 

quickly used to the idea of 

$900 to $1,000 goldó ð mean-

ing many Bashinski customers 

have taken advantage of the 

gold increase to trade old un-

wanted jewelry for new pieces.  

òThey are astonished when 

their small handful of gold 

translates into hundreds or 

thousands of dollars in trade 

valueó, says Kim.  And the 

market price for gold has not 

created a slowdown for those 

purchasing gold coins or jew-

elry.  She indicates that gold 

jewelry designers are still pro-

ducing the wide yellow gold 

bangles and trendy yellow gold 

necklaces that are so fashion-

able now.  òWe choose our 

gold vendors based on the 

quality of their pieces.  Whatõs 

important to us as a business is 

that we provide our customers 

with a valuable, unique crea-

tion that stands the test of 

time,ó notes Kim. 

Now is one of the best times 

in history to trade your dam-

aged or unwanted old jewelry 

for that new diamond ring or 

sapphire bracelet you have 

always wanted.  All of our as-

sociates have been trained in 

determining the value of your 

gold items, and would be 

happy to assist you in deter-

mining their value in todayõs 

market.  Stop by any time ð we 

hope to see you soon! 

clasps and catches are working 

properly.   

There is never a charge to 

clean and inspect your plati-

num and gold jewelry and we 

are happy to inspect items 

even if they were not pur-

chased from us.  Preventative 

maintenance is extremely im-

portant when it pertains to 

your gold and platinum jew-

elry. 

Please note that any jeweler 

you entrust with your jewelry 

should be very careful when 

cleaning stones such as emer-

alds, tanzanite, or opals, as 

Our professional staff takes 

great pleasure in cleaning and 

maintaining your fine jewelry.  

We typically suggest that you 

have your items checked at 

least every three to six 

months.  Even items worn in-

frequently should be checked 

at least once a year.  Marketing 

manager, Kelly McQuarrie, has 

trained our staff to be atten-

tive to the smallest details 

when inspecting your jewelry. 

When you bring your items in 

for cleaning, we make sure to 

check them for loose stones;  

damaged, worn or broken 

metal;  and ensure that your 

these stones in particular can 

be sensitive to heat and sud-

den changes in temperature.   

We invite you to stop by today 

to have everything inspected.  

And you might want to glance 

at many of the new pieces we 

have manufactured since the 

beginning of the year while you 

wait.  

The Amazing Gold Market!       By Kelly McQuarrie 

Maintaining Your Jewelry                                            By Kimberlee Radford 

òWe choose our gold 

vendors based on the 

quality of their pieces.  

Whatõs important to us 

as a business is that we 

provide our customers 

with a valuable, unique 

creation that stands the 

test of time,ó notes Kim. 

Page 2 

Bashinsk i   

14k and 18k yellow gold jewelry 

is one of the hot trends for 2008  



Blemish  - Refers to any surface 

defect on a pearl. Blemishes in-

clude cracks, chips, dull spots, 

wrinkles, spots, holes, bumps, and 

pits. 

Luster  - A pearl's ability to re-

fract and reflect light. Luster re-

fers to a pearl's depth and shine. 

Nacre  - The calcium carbonate-

based substance secreted by a 

pearl in response to an irritant.  

 

Shape - A pearl's shape has a 

great impact on its value. Perfectly 

round pearls are rare, and there-

fore highly valuable. Other shapes 

of pearls include off-round, drop, 

oval, button, and baroque.  

marketplace today have been 

cultivated by man.  The four 

main categories of cultured 

pearls include òAkoyaó, 

òFreshwateró, òSouth Seaó, and 

òTahitianó.  In this article I will 

focus on the Akoya pearl. 

Akoya pearls are cultivated for 

the most part in the cooler 

brackish ocean waters of Japan.  

The current cultivation prac-

tices for Akoya pearls were 

developed in 1893 by Kokichi 

Mikimoto, who successfully 

marketed his techniques to 

pearl farmers.   Although the 

differences in the caliber of 

Akoya pearls can be dramatic, 

they have long been associated 

as being a high quality pearl. 

 The highest quality Akoya 

should be very round with 

clean skins, thick nacre, and 

exceptional luster.  Most 

Akoya pearls will measure less 

than 9mm in diameter and the 

most common sizes are 6 mm 

to 7 ½ mm wide.  Primarily, 

the highest quality examples of 

an Akoya pearl will either be 

very white in color or with fine 

rose colored overtones.   

The world has long enjoyed a 

love affair with pearls.  I re-

cently came across a òLife 

Magazineó from the 1940s with 

a cover showing a model 

draped in pearls.  The caption 

read, òThe Year of the Pearló.  

That same magazine could be 

in newsstands today and the 

headline would still ring true. 

Even in ancient mythology, 

people were fascinated with 

these gems.  It was thought 

that pearls had been created 

by the moon, thunder and 

even the breath of dragons.   

Some writings consider pearls 

to be holy items, and one Arab 

legend claims pearls are òdew 

drops filled with moonlight 

that fell into the ocean and 

were swallowed by oysters.ó  

In any case, the inherent natu-

ral beauty of the pearl was 

seen as precious and unique, 

and each was considered ex-

tremely valuable and worth the 

investment. 

Today, we still celebrate the 

beauty of the pearl, even 

though techniques for procur-

ing them have changed.  The 

great majority of pearls in the 

Perfect for any style of jewelry, 

the Akoya cultured pearl jew-

elry represents timeless quality 

and beauty.  Most high quality 

strands cost between $850-

$2,000, and bracelets retail 

from $250-$400.  A pair of 

Akoya cultured pearl stud ear-

rings are a great value, ranging 

from $70 to $350.   

Please stop in to see our out-

standing selection of Akoya 

cultured pearl jewelry today.  

Sales associate Jennifer Adams, 

our resident pearl specialist, 

conducts periodic seminars 

and instructional classes to 

educate the entire staff on 

pearl quality and trends.  And 

be on the lookout for our next 

installment of the newsletter, 

where we will focus on the 

attributes of freshwater pearls 

and the emerging market in 

China. 

Glossary of Pearl Terminology  

Focus on Pearls - Akoya                     By Mike Leach 

Some writings consider 

pearls to be holy items, 

and one Arab legend 

claims pearls are òdew 

drops filled with 

moonlight that fell into 

the ocean and were 

swallowed by oysters.ó   
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Golden South Sea Pearl Strand  

Emerald Cut Peridot Pendant 

set in 14k yellow gold  


